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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Examiner acl^nowledges Request for Continued Examination filed 05/19/08. 
Examiner acl^nowledges receipt of amendments/arguments filed 05/19/08. The 
arguments set forth are addressed herein below. Claims 1-5, 8-10, & 20-26 are 
pending and Claims 27-32 are newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal<e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 28 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. No where in the specification does it explicitly 
state that the top surface of the bill guide plate is accessible from the outside through 
the loading dock for the purpose of facilitating cleaning of the bill guide plate 
without having to open the door can be accomplished. The applicant only has 
support for "when the foreign matter, such as tobacco ash, is fallen onto 
the bill guide plate, the foreign matter can be washed off and thus cleaned off 
more readily than by wiping off." Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8-10, & 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Parish et al (US 5,156,250) in view of Watabe et al (US 

5,505,289). 

Claims 1, 8, & 20-21 : Parish discloses a currency receiver for use within a vending 
machine. The vending machine including a cabinet, a door, a bill insertion slot and a bill 

guide (Figs. 1 -1 2). The bill guide includes a plurality of slot openings for separating 
foreign matter or liquid from the currency (Abstract). Parish discloses such a bill receiver 
prevents customer tampering, vandalism, and malfunction of a vending machine (Col. 
1 :21-41). Parish discloses that the currency receiver can be used in any vending 
machine that accepts currency (Col. 2:40-52). Figs. 1-2, illustrate the bill guide 
enclosed in a mounting member. Parish discloses that liquid sometimes can enter the 
mechanisms of the vending machine and cause malfunction to occur and the liquid 
diverter/bill guide is provided for purposes of redirecting liquid/foreign matter outwardly 
away from the bill validator and vending machine (Col. 1 :35-40, Col. 2:63-Col. 3:4). 
Furthermore, Parish clearly discloses the bill guide fixed to the mounting inserted into 
the notch of the control panel of the vending machine (Fig. 2). It appears that Parish 
discloses a liquid diverter including bill guide that diverts liquid via through apertures 
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100 and 102 thereby preventing liquid from entering the machine by diverting liquid 
downwardly. Additionally, the liquid is redirected towards inlet opening 120 e.g. 
outwardly. Furthermore, a closing channel 126 prevents liquid from entering the 
machine (col. 4:1-2, 38-44). Parish clearly teaches that dishonest customers attempt to 
pour liquid into the bill guide slot and into the components of the machine causing 
electrical shorts and damaging the apparatus and that the liquid diverter is geared 
towards preventing undesirable electrical conditions and malfunctions from occurring 
(Col. 1:20-41). 

However, Parish fails to disclose a first open end covered by the bill guide plate 
and located under the openings of the bill guide plate for receiving the foreign matter 
dropped from said openings and a second open end located below and communicated 
with the first open end, second open end being opened downwards for directing the 
foreign matter further downwardly. Watabe discloses a bill guide with a bill guide plate 
wherein the mounting member (15) comprises of a first open end covered by the bill 
guide plate/inlet and located under the opening (65) of the bill guide plate for receiving 
the foreign matter dropped from said opening and a second open end (51 ) located 
below and communicated with the first open end, second open end being opened 
downwards for directing the foreign matter further downwardly (Abstract, Col. 2:20-29, 
Col. 4:35-40, Col. 4:58-65, Figs. 5-6). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the liquid diverting bill guide means of Parish, with the first and 
second open end of Watabe to provide a route or pathway to guarantee that foreign 
matter would not enter into areas where electrical components are maintained to 
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prevent malfunctioning of such components e.g. remote foreign matter to remote areas 
(Watabe Col. 2:1-5). 

Parish discloses clearly that the bill guide plate and mounting members are 
separate entities that make up an entire apparatus and therefore clearly indicate that 
such entities can be attached or detached by the appropriate fasteners (Figs. 2-10). 
However, Parish in view of Watabe fails to disclose a bill guide plate wherein a 
protrusion is formed on a rear wall of the plate and a cylindrical protrusion, including an 
internal thread, is formed on the lower wall of the bill guide plate and also wherein a 
groove is formed in a rear inner wall of the first open end of the mounting member, and 
the protrusion of the bill guide plate is insert able into the groove and the bill guide plate 
is tilt able towards the mounting member in order to assemble the bill guide plate onto 
the mounting member. Furthermore, the bill guide plate is fixed to the mounting member 
by a single fixed screw inserted or engaged with the internal thread of the said 
cylindrical protrusion. However, Applicant has not disclosed that having a bill guide 
plate wherein a protrusion is formed on a rear wall of the plate and a cylindrical 
protrusion, including an internal thread, is formed on the lower wall of the bill guide plate 
and also wherein a groove is formed in a rear inner wall of the first open end of the 
mounting member, and the protrusion of the bill guide plate is insert able into the groove 
and the bill guide plate is tilt able towards the mounting member in order to assemble 
the bill guide plate onto the mounting member and the bill guide plate is fixed to the 
mounting member by a single fixed screw inserted or engaged with the internal thread 
of the said cylindrical protrusion provides an advantage or solves a stated problem. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Parish's bill guide 
which is clearly attachable and detachable to the mounting member, and applicant's 
invention, to perform equally well with either the separate bill acceptor members, as 
taught by Parish in view of Watabe, or the claimed, as described above, because both 
would perform the same functions of being attachable and detachable and diverting 
liquid away from vulnerable entities within the machine. 

Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to modify Parish in view of 
Watabe, such that the bill guide plate includes a protrusion on a rear wall of the plate 
and a cylindrical protrusion, including an internal thread, on the lower wall of the bill 
guide plate and a groove in a rear inner wall of the first open end of the mounting 
member, and the protrusion of the bill guide plate is insert able into the groove and the 
bill guide plate is tilt able towards the mounting member in order to assemble the bill 
guide plate onto the mounting member and the bill guide plate is fixed to the mounting 
member by a single fixed screw inserted or engaged with the internal thread of the said 
cylindrical protrusion because such a modification would have been considered a mere 
design consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over the prior art of Parish in 
view of Watabe. 

Claims 2-3 & 22-23: Parish discloses that the slot openings of the bill guide are in a 
rectilinear formation and are parallel to each other. Partition members divide the slot 
openings into smaller slot openings (Figs. 3-4, & 10). 

Claims 4 & 24: Referring to Figs. 3-4, & 10, the slot opening ((102) & (104)) lengths are 
smaller than the diameter of coin (Parish). 
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Claims 10 & 26: Watabe discloses the mounting member has a passage extending 
downward from the first open end to the second open end, being tapered as the 
passage extends downward (Figs. 5-6). 

Claims 5 & 25: Parish discloses that the upper surface of the partition members closer 

to the bill insertion slot is lower than the upper surface of the partition members farther 
from the bill insertion slot and that the top surface of the separating walls are flush with 
each other (Figs. 3-7 bill guide is curved). Parish in view of Watabe meets the above 
limitations, but fails to disclose the upper surfaces of the partition members below a top 
surface of the bill guide plate. However, Applicant has not disclosed that the upper 
surfaces of the partition members below a top surface of the bill guide plate provides an 
advantage or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, 
would have expected Parish's partition members, and applicant's invention, to perform 
equally well with either the partition members flush with the top surface, as taught by 
Parish in view of Watabe, or the claimed upper surfaces of the partition members below 
a top surface of the bill guide plate because both would perform the same functions of 
dividing the slot openings into smaller slot openings. 

Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to modify Parish in view of 
Watabe, such that the upper surfaces of the partition members are below a top surface 
of the bill guide plate because such a modification would have been considered a mere 
design consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over the prior art of Parish in 
view of Watabe. 
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Claims 27 & 30: Parish discloses at least a portion of the top surface of the bill guide 
plate open to the outside through a loading slot of the notched part (Fig. 1). 

Claims 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Parish et al (US 5,156,250) in view of Watabe et al (US 5,505,289) in further 
view of Townsend (US 3,481,464). 

Claims 29-31 : Parish in view of Watabe discloses the above with respect to the 
independent claims, but excludes the entire top surface accessible from the outside. 
Examiner notes that Parish discloses diverting liquids downwardly and Watabe 
discloses only the bottom portion of the bill inlet having at least one aperture for 
diverting water, wherein there is no intended function of the structure above the bill 
guide. Also that Parish discloses clearly that the bill guide plate and mounting members 
are separate entities that make up an entire apparatus and therefore clearly indicate 
that such entities can be attached or detached (Figs. 2-10). However, Townsend 
discloses a bill validating apparatus, wherein the entire bill guide plate (102) is 
accessible from the outside of the insertion slot via bill mount/tray (22). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the bill guide plate of 
Parish in view of Watabe with the single outside accessible bill guide plate of Townsend 
to provide a visual indication of the bill guide plate to the player. Such a modification 
would deter dishonest users or vandals from attempting to damage the machine with 
any liquids or foreign matter due to the fact that the user would visually see an out of the 
ordinary or tamper preventing bill guide. 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-5, 8-10, & 20-32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Yukimoto et al (US 5,605,214) teaches a bill guide plate with a first and second 
open end below it. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TRAMAR HARPER whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-61 77. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

TH 



/Ronald Laneau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
5/31/08 



